Wide, exubesantly
planted flower
beds mew stratch
across the front
of Kristopher
DOabmer's cottage,
Baullt in the 19405

Shaking the Foundations

A Fanzas City garaon desigmar with fresl sfeas swaps old poipers T & front-yard cofiage garden
witht Engiish vools aml American st e,
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cedar fence.

Fighe A Sebdstons path

MAKEOVER

"My biggest challenge is having

enough space for the plants T want. T've
thought about digging up the rest of the front yard.”

‘The bess gandens have their roots in carcll plans, noa planss,
b Krissopher Dabmer, 2 Kansas Cihy, Missour:
desrer, started his with bork, "Tirse [ husd e do
wanted o do, how | was gui
knew [ wanted a big, wids border, and [ had all
plines waiting for homes. [ just didn't know where
pekng o uss e,

When K plyer Bovepl
hidden behind overprown junipess, winls the smenacng brow
of an old meal awsing blacking the view from
The side peercl was chased i with 2 medeshids 2

mirden

£
e what 1
ng ro use the space,” he

of ol storn windows, The Tront yard of the generous
eorner ot slimwed promiee, however: It had an excellen

sousthern expaosure.

fres deep

v the frone

of the bor, the bonl
T widems v abour 12 feer deeps s 00 appanac
walk, "1 Bke the one big pewure, the simple carve acioss the

2 planting appears lush and wnbeoken,



bt the ganden v acnzslly ewo wisde paralle] bads, with a rowush
fichdstone path theough the m 3
b dcfined the shape of the en. Krnsopher dug
the hods, added compos o impeove the day sail, laid
cenral path, amd planted an imaginative mixed bander of
zrees, shrubs, and costage-girden perenn

The asming over the frone windows soon diappeared,
anel the porch was retared e s origined purpose. Keissopher
painced the house mows green, wich sand-white srim. The
door was paintel mamon-black, 1o maxch a bollvhiock (il
mener *Nigpa). Ohy a eeip eo Kansss Ciry's showmown muaker,
rophor commisnsomned an amizan 1 make 2wl pomioe
fior che frome door and

L ke backevard
Krestopher bualt a f

=

als.

panchs o1 the side parch,

and plantedd a dramatic combanation of naive Dotus, water
lilies, irks, and water canna

MAKEOVER

s

TEXTURE

The wide bor
ewice 25 many plants as in 2 typical foundation planting, buat
it also sarves ax a demomstration gauden for his landwaping
brsiness, The Greensman. Unuseal sees and shiruby ase given
preferential placement—a silvery-blue Colarade spruce
(Picen pungens 'Iveli Fowail’) near the front door a frinpe wee
(Chimmanthner einpimicus) and 3 white fomythia (i lopllam
aipfedmorn) ina comer by the house; and a variegated dog-
woud (Corm fInride ' ainbow’) near che porch,

Unider and around them, Krseopher planted Peuireiman,
Seabiosa, Safriz, and daylilics. True
lilics shoot up here and there deoughour the summer. The
splashy faliape of howtas, Linape, 2nd omamentl prases gives
the plansing depth, texiure, ar
sve junmipers once komed, 2 Enplish comage garden has heen
plunked dewn. with perfece confidence, an the very gdpe of

in the frone yard allows him oo grow

sk, vaseow, Coveepeis,

subdery, Mow, where mas-
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