AFTERNOON MAKEOVER

First Impressions

BID FRONT-DOOR DOLDRUMS FAREWELL B WITTH AN EASY-CARE GARDEN PLAM.

by JULIE A, MARTENS Phiregeaphs by PETE XRUMHARDT AND KIM CORNELISON

Lasdicape desigmer ERISTOPHIR DABMER, THE GREENIMIAN

Orvergrown shrubs overpowered the cnrance t 2 home in Overland Park, Kanses,
seealing, the sposlight from the house's eradirional Tuder Fnes, At our requost, locl
Limdscape dcﬁ.i;:nr: Kriztapher Dabner collaboraed with the bomeovners 1 destpn a
garden that mabes the entrance grand, no marer the season.

“The couple liked the idea of having a contained Aovecr garden,” Dhabrer says,
“They're novice gardeners and waneed g stare small.
This bed gives them the opportuniey ro leam o garden l
without being overwhelmed.” ‘To cur costs, the home-
owners searted by removing the kosse's original, wo-big
shrubs thamehves, and then Dabmer’s ream artived w
install the new ganlen,

The cxiuting =0l proved 1o b Lacklisner—mostly day.
Heaping bepings of local compos improved <oil drainzge
and fentilicy, giving new plans 3 healthy outdook. “We
chose simple, lonp-blosming perennials that thrive
witlout special care, bun they peeded good soil o
extablish and prow” Dabiner sips,

The homeowners had a conciete wm that Dabner
decided would be the belle of the bad, It clasic shape
complements the heme's architecmral style. The um,

Right The team gols anipanized by =
Lo purehating pl

) LR qrarcen plas de pager
3. They then ue the plan bo create 3 sh
and corviull it while planting the garden. Dfpaiife Jast aller
planling. the garden kends a lush amd welc ng foed 2o the entry and
softens the lines of the house Lo orvate ar ting scene,
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AFTERNOON MAKEOVER

arooma lIving welcome mat witn
a few choice shrubs and perennials.

along with 2 rrio of evergress elements—a bowwood hedpe, an Alberta spruce, and
vews nef the front door—anchor the panden theouph winrer. The perennial plantings
boast hases thar blend casily wieh the brick exterion: pusple. blue, vellow., and white.

“We wad hasic, simple planis thar people can punchase ar a bocal nunery of home
improvemenr store,” Dabner says. His favorites for long-season interest inelude
pincushion flower (Saafon spp ) Black-cyod Swan (Rudlbeobia fulerefz). and Russdan
saige (Prrovnbia atipliciiulia). Arsemisia
arborereens provides a seeady silver
backerep tor other bloomers and also
offers support for Hoppy Howers such =
Rusian sige.

The end fciuli, afier one scaton’s
growth, is a garden that's lush and full,
Dabrer coached the couple through the
first seawon’s ungoing; plang care. “As theie
confidence builds, we plan o add 2 second
bexd on che athicr side of the frant dowr,”
he says, "By then, well be able to divide
rhe perennisls in this bed and use the
excess 1o seock the socond bed.”

“Fromt yard gardens should be
welcoming.™ abner says, This dooryard
mcasures up with its mix of perennisl
color and everpresn seadiness.

For mare iufarimarion, swe e Buyers Guide
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gt 2 o page [0S,

SOIL SMARTS i

Most sodl can staid Emproving. The best way 1o know sxactly what bo add is to have your soil tested. [deal
garen sod is knawn as loam—It has » consistency similar to chocolatn cake, I you sgueezo a Bk in your Rand,
it sticks together somewhat bul still erumbles apart easily. Use these guidelines to improe your ol quality.
CLAY SDIL: Add a5 mauch orjanic mutter—cempost, conpested masing, peat mass, or hismmis—a3 you wanl Do
ncit id samd o o heavy clxy soils, o yea risk creating a concrefalike substance. Mix sand with peat moss e
compost first amd then thoroughdy mix isto sl Add organic maller annuoaly untif sod i dessred corsistency.
SANDY OR HIGH-SILY SOTL: Biend topsad with compest or peal mess, and add to sof

ALKALINE S0IL: Mix peat moss or aak leaf mold into planting beds ta kwer the pH. Some planis, ssch as
araleas, rhododentdimes, camellias, and blseliorries, need acid sail,
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TIPS FROM
THE PROS

oy fr card |5 i

(1) A erew i i e Deinen lusciofliling
the [iksnting iremmed 1o creal

wifarm hedpe. (35 A crow mwmiler s vl om a b
ok snd Lamped and, (8) This mediey of susimitr annsinls will be replaced by

fll Hopmers 31 T ol of the soanon

FOCAL POINT FINESSE

Wimether youe staging 59 entry 2o or 3 sotudid Waskyand gelaway, your garden
mods 3 fpcus—something that's eyp-catching and demws guests info your escape.
isip durabibly And malmtenance at froat of mind when sidecting ebjects. Stone &5
e lomgeit-Leiting chabos: iron Lsts but can nat if treated. Pank om obye
il fache 3nd evontually poul and terrs-calla ean d cPurmble if expoted to
by conddo e

Comtabnerd, stulptural ¢lomert: =tk a bench or Chair—water
garders, and patalpikisd Momirs can all play the role af ganden star Sekdt yo
fayoaite clomsinl ad i 11 the paint of youwr patch
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MATERIALS LIST
Adswre The plan for

A Bowood (B bovrane var, fapoaree Winler Geml thse antey garden i

B Afurla spruce (Pioe Glmics var. et Gonica’) simglit; as arg of

. Harberry [Serberis Shunlorgd Crimsen Pramy) ::“b‘::"r; ;;':1;"" -

D Yow (Torews = o Hicksin) infeemnl miz of easy-
E. Boraan Hac slanchards {Spman meyor Paliing Blaomiisg pereisnik,

F. Arfevrsn ovboroscons ‘P Castle’

G Goldenrod (Solidops sminreserg Geiden Fleeoe)

H Shasla daisy (Loammumiomiam Sunariiven e’

L Pmouchion llawer (Sratvse colinborie Bullerfy Rlue)

W Bl ol —————— e
. Coreopcs merainofo Baby Sun

L. Fmsian zage (ferpesbie olrifoffobe 'Liltke Spin cosT i
M. Stakes” aster (Stokesss e 'Blue Danube) Shruls 1504 |
M. Black-oyed Susan [Roebockio fdkniden) Prerennials $2z7 |
0. Sofvier = spivestsis May Night Aiisaks |
P Duglilies (Hemeemoails Haggsy Relums'y 1 cubic yard compost 336 |
Q. A Disea 820l Sorins 12 begs hasbwnadmalch 352 |
K. Boptisio ousfmbs S het i |
5. Maidengrass (hiscranivg smensis Gracilimus') TOTAL THEB |
T fssorl B
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